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very truthful man, came full of this to tell it to me at
once. I was filled with confusion at being placed be-
side a man as superior to me in knowledge of war as
he was in rank and birth; but I felt with gratitude how
well M. de Beauvilliers had kept his word and spoken
in my favour.

The last evening of this year (1708) was very remark-
able, because there had not yet been an example of
any such thing. The King having retired after supper
to his cabinet with his family, as usual, Chamillart came
without being sent for. He whispered in the King's
ear that he had a long despatch from the Marechal de
Boufflers. Immediately the King said good-night to
Monseigneur and the Princesses, who went out with
every one else; and the King actually worked for an
hour with his minister before going to bed, so excited
was he by the great project for retaking Lille!

Since the fall of Lille, in fact, Chamillart, impressed
with the importance of the place being in our posses-
sion, had laid out a plan by which we were to lay siege
to it and recapture it. One part of his plan was, that
the King should conduct the siege in person. Another
was, that, as money was so difficult to obtain, the ladies
of the Court should not accompany the King, as their
presence caused a large increase of expense for car-
riages, servants, and so on. He confided his project
to the King, under a strict promise that it should be
kept secret from Madame de Maintenon. He feared,
and with reason, that if she heard of it she would ob-
ject to being separated from the King for such a long
time as would be necessary for the siege. Chamillart
was warned that if he acted thus, hiding his plan from